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New exhibition explores enduring bonds forged in Korean War

Ottawa, Ontario, June 22, 2023 — Seventy years ago, the Korean War armistice was
negotiated between superpowers. Opening today, Canada, Korea and the War
explores not only the War itself, but also the enduring relationship forged between
Canada and South Korea. Through personal accounts, photographs, and select objects,
this new exhibition shares the stories of Canadian soldiers, nursing sisters, and Korean
Canadians, from the early 1950s to the present day.

Visitors to the exhibition will encounter one of the Canadian Army’s first Inuk soldiers,
Eddy Weetaltuk, along with Herbert Gardner, a decorated survivor of a key Korean War
battle who, like many of the 30,000 Canadians who served in Korea, was a veteran of
the Second World War. Also included are the stories of nursing officer Jessie
Chenevert, and Canada’s only known Korean war bride, Lee BaikWhua. The War’s
legacy is revealed through the stories of Koreans who came to Canada, as well as the
accounts of those who keep the past alive in South Korea today.

“The Korean War, though sometimes known as ‘the Forgotten War,” was of immense
importance,” said Dean F. Oliver, Acting Vice-President and Director General of the
Canadian War Museum. “It was the first major struggle between the superpowers in the
post-war world. It led many like-minded nations to bolster their defences against
communist threats around the world. And, as this new exhibition shows, it established a
lasting bond between Canada and South Korea.”

The Canadian War Museum developed Canada, Korea and the War to mark the 70th
anniversary of the armistice of the conflict. For a more comprehensive story of Canada’s
involvement in Korea, visitors are invited to explore the Museum’s Gallery 4 — From the
Cold War to the Present.
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Canada, Korea and the War will be presented along the Portrait Wall in the Main
Lobby at the Canadian War Museum from June 22, 2023 to March 31, 2024.

The Canadian War Museum is Canada’s national museum of military history. Its mission is to promote
public understanding of Canada’s military history in its personal, national and international dimensions.
Work of the Canadian War Museum is made possible in part through financial support of the Government
of Canada.
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High-resolution images and credits are available at media.warmuseum.ca.

Members of media are invited to view the exhibition, from 10 a.m. to noon, on
Friday, June 23. Representatives from the exhibition team will be available for interview.
Please confirm your presence with Avra Gibbs Lamey.

Media contacts:

Avra Gibbs Lamey Yasmine Mingay

Senior Communications and Media Director, Public Affairs

Relations Officer, Canadian War Museum Canadian War Museum
Telephone: 613-791-0910 Telephone: 613-614-1195
avra.gibbs-lamey@warmuseum.ca yasmine.mingay @warmuseum.ca

For more information, visit warmuseum.ca. Follow us on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram.

If you would like to have your name removed from our distribution list or if this information should be directed to someone else,
please email us.
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