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Anne Frank — A History for Today presents a
personal perspective at the Canadian War Museum

Ottawa, Ontario, March 3, 2021 — Anne Frank is remembered as the German-born Jewish-
Dutch teenager who confided her thoughts, ambitions and feelings to a diary, while hiding from
the Nazis during the Second World War. Marking the 76th anniversary of her death, the
Canadian War Museum presents Anne Frank — A History for Today, a travelling exhibition
that examines her life against the backdrop of historical events before and during the war.

The German military occupation of much of Europe during the Second World War enabled the
Holocaust — Nazi Germany’s persecution and murder of Europe’s Jewish people. The Nazis
also targeted other groups: Roma and Sinti, people with disabilities, homosexuals, Poles, Soviet
prisoners of war, and political and religious objectors. Some Jewish people, like Anne and her
family, went into hiding to escape the German forces and the people who collaborated with
them. Within the walls of the secret annex where her family hid from 1942 to 1944, Anne
recorded her intimate thoughts in her diary, offering a unique insight into the lives of those
caught up in the brutality of war and occupation.

“Although the events explored in Anne Frank — A History for Today happened nearly 80 years
ago, an exhibition like this remains highly relevant in today’s world,” said Caroline Dromaguet,
Acting Director and CEO of the Canadian War Museum and the Canadian Museum of History.
“Anti-Semitism and many other forms of discrimination are still with us today, making it
important for educational institutions like ours to share tragedies like this, both from a historical
perspective, and as cautionary tales.”
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This panel exhibition juxtaposes a timeline of events with personal photographs, stories, diary
entries, one original artifact and two reproductions. It illustrates the rise of Nazism in the 1920s
and 1930s, the increasing persecution of Jewish Germans, the start of the Second World War,
and the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands that began in 1940. Visitors will meet Anne and her
family, and learn about their lives in Germany before they fled the escalating persecution of the
Jewish people.

Anne Frank — A History for Today was developed by the Anne Frank House, Amsterdam, the
Netherlands, and will be presented at the Canadian War Museum from March 4 to
April 25, 2021 in the Exhibition Hub.

The virtual opening will be available to watch at warmuseum.ca/annefrank as of 7 p.m. (EST) on
Wednesday, March 3.

Canadian War Museum

The Canadian War Museum is Canada’s national museum of military history. Its mission is to promote
public understanding of Canada’s military history in its personal, national and international dimensions.
Work of the Canadian War Museum is made possible in part through financial support of the Government
of Canada.

The Anne Frank House

The Anne Frank House is an independent organization dedicated to the preservation of the place where
Anne Frank went into hiding and wrote her diary during the Second World War. The organization brings
the life story and the work of Anne Frank to the attention of as many people as possible worldwide, partly
with the aim of raising awareness of the dangers of anti-Semitism, racism and discrimination, and the
importance of freedom, equal rights and democracy.
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High resolution images, credits and videos are available at media.warmuseum.ca.

Media contacts:

Avra Gibbs Lamey Yasmine Mingay

Senior Communications and Media Relations Director, Public Affairs

Officer, Canadian War Museum Canadian War Museum
Telephone: 613-791-0910 Telephone: 613-614-1195
avra.gibbs-lamey@warmuseum.ca yasmine.mingay @warmuseum.ca

For more information, visit warmuseum.ca. Follow us on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram.

If you would like to have your name removed from our distribution list or if this information should be directed to
someone else, please send an email to maud.laverdiere@warmuseum.ca.



https://www.warmuseum.ca/annefrank/
http://media.warmuseum.ca/
mailto:avra.gibbs-lamey@warmuseum.ca
http://www.warmuseum.ca/
http://www.twitter.com/CanWarMuseum
http://www.facebook.com/warmuseum
http://www.instagram.com/canwarmuseum
mailto:maud.laverdiere@warmuseum.ca

